Background and objective: Cervical cancer is a major public health burden, in Algeria; it represents the second most common cancer in women. The main factor leading to invasive cervical cancer is the lack of Pap smear practice. The aim of the present study is to evaluate the cervical cancer screening activities by cervical smears in the northwestern region of Algeria.
Introduction
Cervical cancer remains a public health problem in developing countries. According to the latest data of GLOBOCAN 2018, the cervical cancer is the fourth leading cause of cancer and death from all cancers in women worldwide [1] . Furthermore, the International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC), estimated the global incidence of cervical cancer at 570,000 new cases per year in 2018, more than 80% of which occur in developing countries [1] . In Algeria cervical cancer is the second most common cancer among women [2] , with an estimated incidence of 15.1 per 100,000 women per year, and therefore represents a serious public health problem in Algeria [3] . For this reason, the Ministry of Health and Population in Algeria have set up a national screening program for this cancer since 2001. Cervical cancer affects women with sexual activity and occurs most often in multiparous women between 40 and 50 years of age [4] . This cancer depends on several factors: the human papillomavirus, the earliness of the first sexual intercourse, the multiplicity of sexual partners, the parity, the oral contraception use, tobacco and the inadequacy of gynecological surveillance of women [5] .
This female health problem is characterised by a slow progression and the existence of numerous curable lesions before the invasive stage, the treatment of which in principle makes the development of cancer impossible [6] . To do so, they must be detected early using a screening test, which is the Papanicolaou test (Pap) also known as cervical smears or smear test [7] .
The Pap test has the advantage of being inexpensive and simple to carry out [8] . It should be offered systematically to all women who have had sexual activity. It should be started early in sexually active women before the age of 25. After three negative smears a year apart, the recommended rate is one smear every three years [9] . The aim of this work is to evaluate the activities of cervical cancer screening activities by cervical smears in the "Wilaya of Sidi-Bel-Abbès", northwestern Algeria. The study was carried out during a period of three years (from 2015 to 2017). 
Methods

Results
A set of 266 cervical smears were counted during the period of our study (three years) among them; 69.54% were first cervical smears, 22.55% were performed for the second time and 7.89% for the 3rd (Figure. 1) . The analysis carried out on the entire studied population has shown that the smear rate made in 2017 was higher 
Discussion
Early detection of cervical cancer is a prevention strategy that has proven effective in the fight against this disease [10] . In most countries, it is based on making a cervical smear [11] . 
Conclusion
Cervical cancer, although it is one of the easiest cancers to prevent, still occupies the second position of female cancers in Algeria, so there remains a major public health problem where its screening reaches a limited rate of target female population, at a late age, result confirmed by the present retrospective study.
